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This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community.
We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors.

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation who are the traditional
custodians of this land and pay our respect to the elders past, present and emerging.

Risen         Christ
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A                                                         14 & 15 November 2026

The Catholic Communities of
Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham & St Francis Xavier, Montmorency

Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples:  'The kingdom of heaven is like a man on 
his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them.  
To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one;  each in proportion to 
his ability.  Then he set out.  The man who had received the five talents promptly 
went and traded with them and made five more.  The man who had received two 
made two more in the same way.  But the man who had received one went off 
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.  Now a long time after, 
the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with 
them.  The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five 
more.  "Sir", he said, "you entrusted me with five talents;  here are five more that 
I have made."  His master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant;  you 
have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater;  
come and join in your master's happiness."  Next the man with the two talents 
came forward.  "Sir," he said "you entrusted me with two talents;  here are two 
more that I have made."  His master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant;  you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with 
greater;  come and join in your master's happiness."  Last came forward the man 
who had the one talent.  "Sir," said he "I had heard you were a hard man, reaping 
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered;  so I was 
afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground.  Here it is;  it was yours, 
you have it back."  But his master answered him, "You wicked and lazy servant!  
So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered?  Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest.  So now, take 
the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents.  For to 
everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough;  but 
from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  As for this 
good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth."'

Reflection:
Break Open the Word 2026
There would need to be a good reason to use 
the shorter truncated parable in today's 
Mass.  Enjoy the repetition and allow the 
message to sink in.
First of all, it is worth clarifying what a 
'talent' is.  It is not a personal gift or 
aptitude though the close association of 
'talents' with 'abilities' in the story has led 
to this interpretation.  A talent is a unit of 
weight, apparently about 25 or 30kg, of what 
the parable does not say;  suddenly though, 
with the third servant, it becomes 'money'.  
The parable is about how each servant 
handles the five, or two, or one units 
entrusted to him.
The master returns 'after a long time', 
perhaps a reference to the settling of 
accounts at the last judgement.  The first two 
who have been bold and enterprising with 
what they have been given - doubling the 
number of units - are praised and welcomed 
to master's happiness.  'Faithful' means they 
can be trusted to do what is best.  The third 
who has been so fearful and risk-averse that 
he has done nothing at all is called wicked 
and lazy and is cast into darkness.
How do we live the message of Christ 
entrusted to us?  As we read next week, this 
parable is followed immediately by the story 
of Christ's judgement with the separation of 
the sheep and goats.  'Come inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you ... I was hungry 
and you gave me food ...'  This provides a key 
to understanding what we are to do with the 
Good News handed on to us.  At the end of 
Matthew's gospel, Jesus commands the 
disciples:  Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations ... (28:19).  Is this the bold mission 
which the parable of the talents imagines?

Next Saturday, 21st November, we welcome Fr Terry Kean to our 6pm Mass

at St Francis Xavier, Montmorency and extend an open invitation to all to join us

in celebrating his 80th birthday at Mass and for a light dinner/supper in the

Parish House after Mass.  All welcome.

Please bring a plate of food and a bottle of drink to share.
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Parish Team & Information
Parish Priest
Michael F. Sierakowski - Moderator
michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au

Parish Office - all correspondence to:
Risen Christ Parish Office
86 Mayona Road, Montmorency  Vic  3094
(03) 9435 4742
risenchrist.parish@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler - Parish Secretary - Tue-Fri 9am-3pm

Peter Williams - Safeguarding Officer
risenchrist.childsafety@cam.org.au

Volunteers
Marisa Capuana - Various Hours
Kerry Mash - Wed & Fri 10am-3pm

website:  www.melbcatholic.org/risenchristparish

Please send bulletin items to: risenchrist.parish@cam.org.au 

Schools

Holy Trinity Primary School
Principal:  Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School
Principal:  Rudy Vail:  9439 7824
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au
www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Xavier Primary School
Principal:  Jo Nolen:  9435 8474
principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

RECONCILIATION
available half an hour before

any weekday or weekend Parish Mass
Collections:  25 Oct & 1 Nov 2026

Thanksgiving Cash
Electronic

$1,488.00
$7,081.00

Presbytery Cash
Electronic

$1,3782.30
$335.00

November Masses Cash $1,280.00

Thanksgiving Offering

Month Total

August $21,312.57

September $19,589.17

October $20,510.17

Risen Christ Parish Calendar of Events

Saturday 14th

12:00pm Baptisms:  Sophie Amelia, 
Georgia, Olivia, Max, Matilda

Montmorency

6:00pm Mass Montmorency

Sunday 15th

8:30am Mass Montmorency

10:00am Mass Eltham

12:00pm Baptisms:  Aria & Sienna Eltham

12:15pm PRV Residents Christmas 
Planning Meeting

Eltham

Monday 16th

7:00pm RCIA Class Eltham

Tuesday 17th

9:30am Mass Montmorency

10:00am Rosary Montmorency

10:00am Craft Group Montmorency

11:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry Eltham

2:00pm Bethany Small Church 
Community

Montmorency

Wednesday 18th

6:30am Meditation Montmorency

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion

Eltham

1:00pm Kairos Small Church 
Community

Montmorency

Thursday 19th

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion

Montmorency

10:30am Funeral:  Xavier Callaghan Montmorency

10:30am ASRC Food Collection Montmorency

2:15pm Meditation Eltham

Friday 20th

9:30am Mass Eltham

Thanksgiving
Dear Parishioners,
Following is a list of ways in which you can give towards the running of 
our Parish:

A)  EFTPOS terminals
B)  scan the QR code (https://bit.ly/45ifhRp) and donate to any 
Parish finance campaign including Thanksgiving, Presbytery 
Offerings, baptisms etc
C)  cash/coins in the collection baskets at each church
D)  thanksgiving envelopes
E)  set up payments from credit/debit cards/bank account

Thank you for your generous support, Michael 

mailto:risenchrist.childsafety@cam.org.au
http://www.melbcatholic.org/risenchristparish
mailto:risenchrist.parish@cam.org.au
mailto:principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au
http://www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au
http://www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au
http://www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au/
https://bit.ly/45ifhRp
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Let us pray for all those who have gone
before us marked with the sign of faith...

For those in need of healing, remembering especially:
Baby Liam & Natalia Park, Baby Margot Brady,

Chiara Sansonsetti (7 years old), Kiera Taylor (9 years old), Peter,
Stephen Andrew, Des Arneson, Bill Boyce, Penny Boyce, Maria Bredle,

Vincent Cipolletta, Nora Edmond, Monivic Fanlo, Dina Fernando,
Michelle Hogan, Pat Hosmer, Siobhan Lappin, Georgina Lynch,

Mary Luttick, Cindy & Ed Morrissey, Bernard Murray, Beth Scott,
Audrey Tunks, Nicholas Turnbull, Jeanne Vanderwert, Noel Vincent

For those who have died recently:
Edward (Eddie) Noonan (husband of Marg Noonan)

Marie Sullivan (sister of Trish Daw)

For those whose anniversaries are at this time:
Cliff Bredle, Neil Patrick Donahoo, Michael Love (1st anniversary), 

Joseph McCudden, Gwen Radcliffe,
Marie Warden (1st anniversary), Damian Williams

To include an anniversary, please contact the Parish Office
on 9435 4742 or risenchrist.parish@cam.org.au 

Roster for week ending 15 Nov 2026

Armstrong, Miranda
E10:00
R10:00

Britton, Jayne H10:00

Britton, Michael H10:00

Capuana, Marisa CLNR

Castellanos, Rodrigo E10:00

Davidson, John W8:30

Dunell, Linda E10:00

French, Jossie W8:30

Haines, Geoff C10:00

Hall, Vali ASE

Mallia, Anthony E10:00

Maloney, Nigel W6:00

McKenna, John CLNR

Nolan, Kathleen PRYR

Said, Marie ASRC

Said, Mike ASRC

Scannell Family PRSE

Scully, Greg E10:00

Stone, Nan W6:00

Volunteer please H10:00

Volunteer please H10:00

Roster for week ending 22 Nov 2026

Bacani, Brian W6:00

Capuana, Marisa W6:00

Castellanos, Rodrigo E10:00

Donnellan, Denice E10:00
H10:00

Dunell, Linda ASE

Heyhoe, Margaret C10:00

Iliffe, Yvonne E10:00

John, Audry H10:00

John, Des H10:00

McKinley, Michael W8:30

Ramsdale, John W8:30

Roy, Yvonne E10:00

Smith, Neil E10:00

Stewart Family PRSE

Taylor, Trish PRYR
R10:00

Volunteer please H10:00

ASE=Altar Society, Eltham;  C=Commentator;  

CLNR=Cleaner;  R=Reader;

E=Eucharistic Minister;  H=Hospitality;  

PRSE=Pilgrim Rosary Statue, Eltham;

W=Minister of the Word

November Remembrances ...
Alderson Family;  Aaron Carter;  Bobbie Jean Carter;  Ginger Lee Carter;  
Leslie Carter; Robert Carter;  Ryszard, Teresa & Zbigniew Cichaki; 
Anthony & Elizabeth Corera;  Merrita Kellar;  Patrick Kellar;
Aggie Mitchell;  Genni Newman;  O'Connor Family;
Mr A Pedroni;  Mrs MA Pedroni;  Power Family;
Mr TW Renny;  Mrs HJ Renny-Peters;
Maria, Janina & Vladyslaw Rygala;  Mr JH Sheridan;
Mrs JM Sheridan;  Mr P Sheridan;  Mr RH Sheridan;
Mrs FM Simpson;  Frank & Marietza Toohey;
Toohey Family members;  Shane Williams;  Janina Wrzeszcz

Dear Parishioners,
for all November Masses,

weekday & weekend,
the Sacrament of Anointing
will be offered to everyone

at the conclusion of our
Parish Celebrations

of the Eucharist.

Fr Barry's Meditation Group at OLHC, Eltham
Come along and join us on Thursdays at 2:15pm for Meditation.

Further information - please call Trish on 0402 914 817

mailto:risenchrist.parish@cam.org.au
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'Open wide the doors...'
The burgeoning number of visitors attracted to the Basilica of St Peter in Rome is creating 
challenges as well as opportunities for the Vatican / by Joanna Moorhead

It's 6:30pm in St Peter's Square, 
and though it's raining and dark 
and almost closing time, there's a 
long queue to get into the basilica 
still snaking across the piazza.  
Behind me, a woman with a 
southern American accent is 
consulting her guidebook.  "Says 
here it's the biggest church on the 
planet," she says.  The colonnade 
lights go on, and a "wow" ripples 
down the line.  "That's quite a 
sight," says another voice, from 
another continent, the awe obvious 
in his voice.

St Peter's Basilica, which 
celebrates the 400th anniversary 
of its dedication this month, is the 
Catholic Church's melting pot.  The 
queue symbolises its reach, with 
people of all ages and heritages, 
from all corners of the Earth and 
all social and economic 
backgrounds, waiting in this one 
line to get into this one basilica 
that bears the name of the apostle 
Christ chose to lead his first 
followers.  There are women and 
men, old and young, people and 
priests, people of faith and people 
of none.  There are nuns, bishops, 
church leaders:  Bob Prevost and 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio both 
probably stood in this queue years 
before they waved down from the 
basilica's balcony after being 
elected pope.

After half an hour or so's wait, and 
the airport-style security checks, 
we're inside the vast church itself.  
Although I've always loved early 
mornings in St Peter's, I have to 
admit that an autumn evening 
feels a very special time to be here.  
The nave is filled with transparent 
chairs, and the bright lights glint 
off them, matching the grey of the 
walls.  Grey and gold, brown and 
silver:  these are the pre-dominant 
colours, weaving their drama 
across hundreds of years of 
history.

The atmosphere is a mixture of 
prayerfulness and gaiety, 
celebration and solemnity;  this is 
a place for art buffs and 
storytellers, worshippers and 
historians.  A group of youngsters 
is trying to find their 
neighbourhood in the mosaics on 
the floor, a bit like the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame:  "Sydneyensis";  
"Westmonasteriensis", 
"Angelorvm in California".  
Others are lighting candles, 
saying prayers;  you can pray at 
the tombs of popes and saints, get 
a blessing here, organise a Mass, 
go to Mass, go to Confession.  You 
can admire the art;  you can learn 
about the history.  You can make 
a donation (to charity as well as 
to the church);  you can go 
shopping.  As you leave, you can 
post a card with a Vatican stamp.  
You can even have a cappuccino 
in the snack bar on the roof.
The day after he returns from 
his 12-day visit to Uruguay, 
Argentina and Peru, Pope Leo will 
preside over a solemn Mass at St 
Peter's to mark the exact 

anniversary, 400 years to the day, 
since Pope Urban VIII 
consecrated the basilica.  That 
date was 18 November 1626:  it 
was chosen because it was the 
anniversary of the consecration 
in 326 of the original St Peter's 
Basilica, built on the site of the 
Circus of Nero where St Peter had 
been crucified, and the ancient 
necropolis where he was buried.  
"We're certain of the date because 
it's recorded in many books," 
Professor Pietro Zander, head of 
the Necropolis and Artistic 
Heritage Section of the Fabric of 
St Peter in the Vatican, tells me.
He's the oracle when it comes to 
the history of this most 
extraordinary of churches:  he's 
been here for more than 30 years, 
and his father before him was an 
architect who worked on the 
building.  There's not much 
Zander doesn't know about this 
place and its history:  and one 
important thing to know, he says, 
is when the present St Peter's was 
consecrated 400 years ago, it 
looked   very   different   from  the
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way it does now.  "Urban 
consecrated a church that was 
unfinished:  there was no piazza 
in front, no marble, no pillars, no 
Bernini sculptures.  At that time it 
would have looked very plain:  the 
reason it was consecrated at that 
time was to do with the date, and 
the link to the original basilica," 
he explains.
The basilica's most famous 
element was its dome, designed 
by Michelangelo in 1547.  
However, this spectacular feature, 
rising 437ft into the air and with 
an internal diameter of 136ft, was 
finished only in 1593, 29 years 
after Michelangelo's death in 
1564.
In 1626 Bernini had just begun 
working on his 95-feet-tall bronze 
baldachin, which was not 
completed until 1634;  and the 
sculptor's colonnade outside on 
the piazza would not be finished 
for a further 40 years.
That link to the consecration of 
the first basilica is at the heart of 
this year's celebrations too.  And 
while the culmination of the 2026 
anniversary will be the pontifical 
Mass on 18 November, there have 
been plenty of other events across 
the last 12 months, including a 
Bernini exhibition in Rome's 
Palazzo Barberini, and an 
exhibition of tapestries created to 
mark the 1626 consecration at the 
Vatican Museums.  A series of 
innovations have been introduced 
to mark the anniversary, 
including an AI-assisted 
translation accessible by 
smartphone for visitors attending 
services in languages other than 
their own, and the opening up of 
previously inaccessible areas of 
the basilica, including its terrace 
(which is where the cafe is 
located).  A new font has been 
commissioned to mark the 
occasion:  not the kind in which 

babies are baptised, but the kind 
in which you're reading this 
article.  Named "Michelangelus", 
and inspired by the eponymous 
artist's own handwriting, it's now 
available from Microsoft.
While the anniversary has been 
an opportunity to improve the 
visitor experience, that ambition 
is laced with a level of anxiety 
about the ways in which not only 
the number but the attitude of 
those visitors has changed.  Last 
year's Jubilee Year, the death of 
Pope Francis and the election of 
Leo pushed visitor figures up 
dramatically:  there were more 
than 1.3 million visitors to the 
basilica in January 2025 alone.  
"Numbers have been exceptional 
in the past year," says Zander.  
"Some days we've had more than 
100,000 people through the doors 
- that's around 7,000 an hour.  
The average over the year has 
been around 50,000 a day."  It's 
around five times as many visitors 
as 20 years ago, he says.
The death of John Paul II in 2005 
began a huge increase in visitor 
numbers, Zander tells me.  He 
links the recent burgeoning 
number of visitors to "the huge 
growth in global tourism", 
especially the vast increase in the 
number of tourists from China.  Is 
he concerned by what this all 
means in terms of its impact on 
the wear and tear of the basilica?  
Of course, he says - but there's a 
bigger issue.  "From the point of 
view of conservation, we're 
worried because the footfall is so 
great now.  But even more serious 
is not so much the preservation of 
the stones as the presence of 
sacredness.  Because when the 
basilica is so crowded, it's hard to 
make people realise they're in a 
sacred space."
In the past, he points out most of 
those who visited St Peter's were 

"pilgrims", and believing 
Catholics.  Today, things are very 
different.  "Catholics who visit 
know they're in church.  Men 
remove their hats and so on.  But 
how do we make others 
understand the meaning of the 
place they've entered?  That is the 
challenge for us."  He stresses that 
the Vatican is delighted to be 
welcoming so many more visitors 
- but making them more aware of 
the spirituality and teachings of 
the Church and their place in the 
basilica has been at the root of 
many of the changes for the 
anniversary year.  And there's no 
doubt Zander knows they're up 
against it.  His advice is to visit 
before 9:30am or after 5:30pm, 
when there are fewer visitors and 
you're likely to get more of a 
sense that is one of the most 
sacred places in the religious 
world.

As for 18 November, he says his 
team has researched what 
happened 400 years earlier, and 
the service will reflect that day.  
The original consecration 
featured a monumental 
procession into and around St 
Peter's, and the Pope blessed the 
exterior of the basilica with holy 
water before taking possession of 
the basilica for himself and his 
successors.  "We're still working 
on what exactly is going to 
happen for the Mass next month," 
he says.

This is Rome, where they do 
things the same way they always 
have.  Expect a lot of pomp, a lot 
of prelates, a lot of processing - 
and plenty of acknowledgement 
of the place this sacred space has 
had in the hearts of so many, from 
so far away as well as so near, 
across so many centuries - and 
will continue to have for centuries 
to come.

Small Church Community
shared a wonderful Liturgy,

Gospel sharing
and lunch last Wednesday,

to celebrate our 31 year Story.
Amazing!

If you are interested in knowing about Small Church 
Communities, contact Patsy (0429 439 675) or the Parish House.
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Purchase a Caritas Australia
Global Gift this Christmas

With Caritas Australia's Global Gifts, you can give a 
meaningful Christmas card that helps create lasting 
change for vulnerable communities around the 
world.  Whether you're shopping for family, friends 
or colleagues, you'll find a gift that continues to 
make a real difference long after Christmas Day.
Each Global Gift card you buy helps make the world 
a little better every day.  Your gift can change lives 
by putting food on a family's table or helping a 
young girl stay in school.  Give a gift this Christmas 
that reflects the true spirit of giving and makes a 
lasting impact.
Browse the full range of Global Gifts:  
www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts 

Risen Christ Parish has its own Memorial...
St Francis Xavier Church, Montmorency

This plaque is located in the SFX Church foyer
and reminds us of the ultimate sacrifice of many.

Red November:
Pray for Persecuted Christians

Aid to the Church in Need invites all Catholics to 
remember, pray for and support persecuted Christians 
throughout Red November.  Register today and receive a 
free prayer card and complimentary pair of 
Rosary beads, handmade by Christians in
Syria.  To join us in prayer, scan the QR code,
or visit www.rebrand.ly/RedNovemberRosary 

http://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts
http://www.rebrand.ly/RedNovemberRosary
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Children's Liturgy Prayers of the Faithful for 15th Nov
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Leader:  With the confidence of a child we turn towards the 
Father.  We pray for the Church, for humanity and for all the 
people in distress.

Praise to you, God our Father, for our priests, our deacons and 
all those baptised who have received the gift of your Word.  
May we be inspired to announce the bold promises in the 
Gospels to the four corners of the world.
Let us pray to the Lord.        Lord, hear our prayer.

Praise to you, God our Father, for our leaders who act with 
wisdom for the Common Good.  May all our leaders act for the 
welfare - spiritual, social and economic, of all people.
Let us pray to the Lord.        Lord, hear our prayer.

Praise to you, God our Father, for those who have the talent to 
listen and show compassion.  Sustain them in their mission to 
help the sick, those in prison and the lonely.
Let us pray to the Lord.        Lord, hear our prayer.

Praise to you, God our Father, for this congregation, called to 
be witnesses of the Kingdom.  Grant to us the ability to enrich 
each other, using all our talents to bring about a better 
Church.
Let us pray to the Lord.        Lord, hear our prayer.

Praise to you, God our Father, for the comfort and help you 
give to those who are sick, especially through the 
ministrations of those who nurse or visit them.
Let us pray to the Lord.        Lord, hear our prayer.

Praise to you, God our Father, for granting peace to those who 
have died recently, especially xxx and to those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time, including Cliff Bredle, Neil 
Patrick Donahoo, Michael Love, Joseph McCudden, Gwen 
Radcliffe, Marie Warden and Damian Williams.  May we 
remember them in our prayers, especially during this month 
of November.
Let us pray to the Lord.        Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:  God our Father, you who call us to grow your 
Kingdom here on earth, we stand before you.  Deign to listen 
to our prayers and grant them through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen

Eltham Conference
Thank you, Peter Rigg, for 40 Years of Service.
The Eltham Conference would like to congratulate one of our members, Peter Rigg, for reaching 40 years' 
service with St Vincent de Paul Society.  This is a great achievement, and we also acknowledge and thank 
him for all the wonderful work he does in our Parish.

Vinnies Christmas Appeal
The Eltham Conference would also like to bring to your attention the Vinnies drive for the Christmas Appeal.  
We have placed envelopes on the table at the back of Our Lady Help of Christians Church.  Everyone is 
welcome to take an envelope, fill it in and hand it to one of our members at the Piety Stall or mail it to Head 
Office.  If you require a receipt, please mark it on the envelope and one will be sent in due course.

Piety Stall
The 2027 Columban Calendar and Christmas Cards are available to purchase at the Piety Stall.
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Melbourne Synod 2026
Pope Leo XIV and Vatican II
Recently, Pope Leo XIV invited Catholics to re-engage with the documents
of Vatican II, describing the teachings of the Second Vatican Council as
the 'guiding star' of the Catholic Church.
He has commenced a series of talks dedicated to the Second Vatican Council and the key documents.

Melbourne Catholic Digest
A bumber crop:  ordinations this weekend

Encountering God on the road
Travel broadens the mind, the saying goes, but it can also broaden the spirit and deepen our trust in a 
God who encounters us on the road in surprising and gracious ways.
That was certainly the recent experience of Ajesh Abraham and his family.  Having made a pilgrimage to 
Rome for the Jubilee of Hope in 2025, they set out again last month for the Eternal City to celebrate Jesus 
Youth's 40th jubilee - a journey, he writes, that unfolded as a gift.
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/a-melbourne-familys-pilgrimage-of-grace-to-rome-for-jesus-
youths-40th-jubilee
As we get ready for the ordination of two new priests and seven new deacons on Saturday - a bumper 
crop of vocations! - we speak with the four men preparing to enter the permanent diaconate and the two 
deacons to be ordained to the priesthood about the roads they have travelled and their hopes for the 
journey ahead.
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/configured-to-christ-meet-the-four-ordinands-to-the-permanent-
diaconate
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/the-great-gift-approaching-the-priesthood-with-trust-and-joy 
And recently, Pope Leo XIV embarked on the longest apostolic journey of his papacy so far, bringing a 
message of encouragement to Uruguay, South America's most secular country, and drawing record 
crowds in Argentina, before his 'homecoming' to Peru in coming days.  As he set out last week, only 24 
days after his successful surgery for lung cancer, he entrusted himself to our prayers, 'that this trip may 
strengthen faith, renew hope, rekindle the fire of charity, and serve as an impetus to continue 
proclaiming the Gospel with joy'.
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pass-the-faith-on-pope-tells-people-of-uruguay
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pope-recalls-argentine-saints-in-c%C3%B3rdoba-draws-2-5-
million-at-mass-in-buenos-aires 
https://melbournecatholic.org/news

CASH  CASH  CASH
Yes, as they say, 'cash is king'.

From this weekend until all sold, our St 
Vincent de Paul members at 
Montmorency will be selling packs of 
Christmas Cards, handmade Christmas 
decorations & Christmas tree ornaments 
for very reasonable prices (mostly $5 or 
some at $10) before & after Masses at 
Montmorency.
So, bring along your cash as we have no 
credit card machine.
Many thanks to Lorraine Gioules for once 
again making such high quality items for 
sale to benefit those in need in our local 
community.

Save the Date!
On Sunday 6 December we will be holding 
an Advent coffee catch up at the SFX 
Monty after the 8:30am Mass.  We would 
love for as many Parishioners as possible 
to hang around and enjoy meeting others 
in our wonderful community.
We are in need of one more coffee 
machine to borrow on the day and the 
owner willing to make coffees.  (Under 
the supervision of Lenny!)
We are also planning on providing 
Christmas treats for all to enjoy.  We 
would appreciate any offers to bring a 
plate of your favourite Christmas treat to 
share.  For catering purposes, please let us 
know if you plan to contribute.
Any questions please contact:

Robyn 0409 254 611
Paul  0421 818 061
Kathleen  0417 617 044

Transport to Mass
There are many parishioners who 
are in need of transport to be able 
to attend Mass.  If you are able to 
offer assistance, please contact:
Paul  0421 818 061

If you are in need of transport to 
be able to attend Mass, please 
contact Paul (0421 818 061) or call 
the Parish Office (9435 4742) so 
we can put you in touch with those 
who are able to assist!

https://melbournecatholic.org/news/a-melbourne-familys-pilgrimage-of-grace-to-rome-for-jesus-youths-40th-jubilee
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/a-melbourne-familys-pilgrimage-of-grace-to-rome-for-jesus-youths-40th-jubilee
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/configured-to-christ-meet-the-four-ordinands-to-the-permanent-diaconate
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/configured-to-christ-meet-the-four-ordinands-to-the-permanent-diaconate
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/the-great-gift-approaching-the-priesthood-with-trust-and-joy
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pass-the-faith-on-pope-tells-people-of-uruguay
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pope-recalls-argentine-saints-in-c%C3%B3rdoba-draws-2-5-million-at-mass-in-buenos-aires
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pope-recalls-argentine-saints-in-c%C3%B3rdoba-draws-2-5-million-at-mass-in-buenos-aires
https://melbournecatholic.org/news

